Bison

“Our management goal is 500 bison in
the Jackson Herd and we're finally there
for the first time since the late 90s,” said
Doug McWhirter, wildlife management
coordinator in Jackson.

Hunters have been doing their job,
hunting hard and tallying a 98 percent
harvest success rate. Since reaching the
Game and Fish Commission approved
objective, cow licenses have been cut
to just 50 this year. Bull tags have been
upped to 70, but with overall fewer hunt-
ers, Game and Fish expects those holding
a lucky license to have an even better
experience this year in this unique hunt.

“The bison hunt works well with the
National Elk Refuge, allowing hunting
access and the perseverance of hunters to

find a bison,” McWhirter added.

Hunters fortunate to draw a bison tag
often make multiple trips to Jackson
Hole waiting for bison to wander into
the open hunt area or just waiting for
“the right” animal.
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Blue-wing teal are the first to leave Wyoming in the fall, but greenwings like this
drake, are so hardy they will often provide late-season shooting and have even been
known to winter on the Bighorn and North Platte rivers. Photo by Dawn Wiison

Birds and small game

Though too early to have a good read
on nesting success for game birds at the
time of publication, the outlook is hope-
ful for upland and lowland game birds.

Here’s a few things about small game
we do know: Wyoming’s cottontail pop-
ulation probably hit its peak, the highest
level in several decades.

Western Wyoming’s nasty winter
had little if any negative impact on sage
grouse. The iconic game bird can digest
sagebrush so efficiently it often gains
weight during the winter. Its ability to fly
to areas of lower snow depths and burrow

into the snow for protection from preda-
tors and severe weather also serve it well.

The fall flight of ducks and geese is
predicted to be similar to last year. But
regardless of production, the main fac-
tor for a successful waterfowl season in
Wyoming is weather to dislodge the birds
out of the Yellowstone River Valley in
Montana.

The Game and Fish’s two pheasant
farms are expecting another year of good
production and hope to release around
30,000 birds this season for hunters of

all ages.
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